
Of all the many reasons why it seems 
impossible that Prince Rogers Nelson 
could possibly have passed away, you 
could probably start with this: He never 
aged. As far as we could tell watching 
him from afar, he was the exact same 
star making blockbuster albums in the 
early ’80s as he was confounding pop 
expectations under an unpronounce-
able symbol alias in the ’90s, as he was 
dropping jaws in the best Super Bowl 
halftime show ever in the ’00s, as he 
was releasing TIDAL exclusives and 
inspiring award-show memes in the 
’10s. At any point in time, you saw 
him, and he looked like himself. He 
was a vampire. He was immortal. He 
was Prince.

   For almost 40 years of popular 
music, Prince was a part of every-
thing. At various points in his career, 
he could make claims to being the best 
pop star, the best classic-rocker, the 
best new-waver, the best soul man, 
the best albums artist, the best singles 

artist, the best music-video artist, the 
best live performer, the best singer, 
the best songwriter, the best musician, 
the best dancer, the best Batdancer, 
the best dresser, the best talent scout, 
and the best self-promoter. Hell, you 
could have called him any of those 
things this week and even those bra-
zen enough to disagree wouldn’t dare 
be disrespectful enough to voice their 
dissent. If the honor of Greatest Living 
Artist was passed out in music the way 
Greatest Living Baseball Player was 
unofficially designated in sports, the 
title would’ve already been Prince’s 
for decades, with no new challenger 
remotely on the horizon. (Especially 
since Prince’s only other real solo rival 
for artistic endurance, shapeshifting 
imagination, and widespread musical 
and cultural influence was also tragi-
cally removed from the running earlier 
this year.)

Because all human beings technically 
have to come from some place, Prince 

came from Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
The child of soon-separated parents, he 
jumped around homes a lot as a teen-
ager, joining his cousin Charles Smith 
in the band Grand Central when he was 
still in high school. After some time in 
that group and in local funk outfit 94 
East, Prince made a solo demo and 
was eventually signed to Warner Bros. 
A musical prodigy, he was credited as 
playing all 27 instruments on his debut 
LP, 1978’s For You, which spawned 
a minor hit in “Soft and Wet” and at-
tracted a small following — one which 
would expand exponentially with 
1979’s self-titled LP and Prince’s first 
real crossover smash, “I Wanna Be 
Your Lover.” 

Third album Dirty Mind, released in 
1980, was met with a muted commer-
cial reaction, but drew critical raves for 
its unprecedented sonic blend of funk, 
synth-pop, disco, and new wave, and
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How long have you been at GC?

Since the school opened

What do you love most about this school? 
“Our students are the foundation of our school com-

munity and spirit, and the reason I have maintained my 
spirit!”

Best moment or memory while you’ve been here?

“There have been many, but in January 2010 I worked 
with Ann Marie O’Neil and a group of students to plan a 
fundraiser for Haiti’s earthquake victims. The weeklong 
cash collection was staggering, but the culminating pep-
rally during lunch that Friday, best demonstrated the 

students’ respect and support for each other.”

   How long have you been at GC?

“Since the beginning!! A very long time…”

What do you love most about this school? 
 

“The students, obviously! Their talent, compassion, aca-
demic pride cannot be beat. Being able to have Mr. Hemrick 
and Mrs. Hylemon, my daughter, on the same faculty. They 

are the best!
 Working with an amazingly talented bunch of staff mem-

bers.”

Best moment or memory while you’ve been here?

 “Starting the adopt-A-Family program at Gulf Coast.”

It’s almost that time of year again! The week 
every student gets an average of five hours of 
sleep over the span of five days. The week Qui-
zlet has the most users on the website. The week 
food becomes overrated and anxiety levels are at 
an all-time high. The week we’ve all been wait-
ing for: finals week!

But seriously though, finals are extremely im-
portant and a lot of students either blow them off 
or study relentlessly for two weeks prior. Believe 
it or not, BOTH of these are bad ideas, and stu-
dents should learn how to find a happy medium.

 It seems that the most popular issue associ-
ated with this week in particular is the amount of 
stress that students undergo. Being a high school 
student myself, I truly understand the pain and 
suffering we all go through at this time of year. 
Teachers emphasize the importance of these final 
exams and most of us take it to the point where 
we treat it as a life or death situation. Here’s the 
thing. Even if they did determine whether we 
lived or died, the way to go about dealing with 
them is NOT stressing out about them.

At this point in our lives, most of us understand 
what our old teachers were saying about staying 
organized and being proactive all year long by 

taking notes and keeping them in a safe place. 
The majority of high school students do this, but 
a lot of us use these tools in the wrong way. In-
stead of cramming information from the entire 
year into your brain in one night, it might be a 
better idea to start a few weeks earlier and soak 
in the information a little bit at a time. You’d ac-
tually be surprised at how much easier it will be 
to retain the facts! 

Another thing I always try to do when I have 
my final exams is to tell myself to stay calm. I 
know, I know, it’s WAY harder than it seems, 
but the truth is that students perform much better 
when they aren’t worried. Eat a hearty breakfast 
and get a good night’s sleep (not just the night be-
fore, try to make it a priority to get at least eight 
hours every night). These things sound overrated 
and we’ve all heard them a million times, but it 
makes a significant difference when you try to 
make them a habit every single day. The key is 
to try to feel as awake, fresh, and energized as 
possible. 

Enter each final as if it’s any other test. Don’t 
freak out, you will be perfectly fine. Take this 
advice now and start preparing in advance, you 
definitely won’t regret it. Good luck!

by Sabrina Rueckner
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Online $90

AP/AICE Exams
April 26-June 8th
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Alico Arena
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by Jessica Gardy 

Two of the most popular and top grossing 
online streaming networks are Netflix and 
Hulu. Both have their certain strengths and 
weaknesses, which have caused some heated 
debates over who is the best TV streaming 
service. Everyone has their favorites, but we 
are looking objectively at who delivers the best 
deal for your dollar. 

When you boil it down to the basics, 
Netflix has a much more immense content 
library than Hulu, but Hulu’s largest and 
basically only advantage over any stream-
ing service in the current market is their 
ability to provide the latest shows the day 
after they air (in most cases). A downfall 
to this ‘day-after’ upload schedule is that 
Hulu has to maintain the shows they have 
in the library that aren’t always complete. 
Some shows only have a handful of epi-
sodes in their library, scattered throughout 
the TV show’s season. This can be quite 
annoying to viewers who wish to binge 
watch a season of a TV show. Netflix up-
loads full seasons of past episodes, in many 
cases even entire TV series for the viewer’s 
binge watching enjoyment. One area Hulu 
triumphs over Netflix has been noted to be 
their anime selection.

“Ultimately, flexibility is more impor-
tant than efficiency over the long term.” Said 
Netflix CEO Reed Hastings at the New York 
Times-sponsored Deal book conference on 
November 2nd. (investopedia.com)

Hulu’s largest depicted downside seems to 
be the need to constantly advertise. Even if 
you have Hulu Plus (which recently has been 
renamed to just Hulu just to confuse you) you 
are still subjected to unskipppable video ad-
vertisements, which may even be the same 
monotonous ad on loop through the whole 

video, which as you can imagine can be quite 
annoying. These ad breaks can house videos 
that can reach up to two minutes in lengths, 
tallying the entire ad break to over six minutes. 
Netflix does not run any ads for their loyal, 
paying customers. 

If you have a smartphone, a tablet, video 
game console, or if you’ve bought a TV or 
Blu-ray player within the last year, the chances 
are good you have something other than your 

computer that can watch Hulu and Netflix. 
The two services are available on iOS, An-
droid, Windows Phone, and Windows RT. 
If you want to watch on your television, and 
don’t want to hook up a game console or your 
computer, there are several companies that 
have made inexpensive set-top boxes that ac-
cess these services and others. Roku, Apple 
TV, Google TV, and the Netgear streaming 
media players plug into a television and serve 
you content from the web. If you have an Xbox 

One, a PlayStation 4, or a Wii U gaming con-
sole, you have access to these services as well. 
(geek.com)

Hulu has a major issue with the slow re-
sponse time and the constant buffering due 
to the higher about of bandwidth it requires, 
from the home system, to function properly. 
The Hulu system can completely drop in some 
cases when there isn’t a sufficient connection. 
Netflix on the other hand rarely buffers and has 

a higher resolution and quality.
Both Netflix and Hulu work on a flat rate 

pricing model that lets you stream as much 
content as you like. Both offer their services 
for a base rate of $7.99 per month. Netflix 
offers more expensive tiers that allow you to 
stream in HD and on multiple devices, top-
ping out at $11.99 a month. You can add in 
home delivery of rental DVDs (that’s what 
Netflix was originally created for). (geek.
com)

“We can get as many subscribers as Net-
flix.” Said Hulu CEO Mike Hopkins “The 
company’s goal is to get 40 million plus sub-
scribers and is one of our main priorities.” 
(cnn.com)

The showrunners of Netflix were given 
free rein to go after their own ideas of great 
TV shows and some of Netflix’s most popu-
lar shows have come from that. “House of 
Cards,” “Orange Is the New Black” and 

“Daredevil” are just a few of the popular 
shows that have come from this. This new 
style of creating new shows has lit a fire under 
other rival companies but has kept the creators 
and the viewers loyal to Netflix.

There are many other companies that want to 
be part of the big few such as Amazon Prime 
and YouTube that have recently started sup-
plying movies and TV shows to add to their 
content database.

Special Shark to Retire this Year!
Writing Teacher Mrs. Capobianco Saying 

Goodbye to Gulf Coast. 
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     Dedication. Passion. Patience. All three 
qualities are needed in order to be a teacher. 
Humor. Understanding. Compassion. These are 
all the things our wonderful Mrs. Capobianco 
exudes to her students on a daily basis. For 
thirteen years, she has been a guiding light to 
students here at GC. 
     Mrs. Capobianco, or as the students love to 
call her, Mrs. Capo, teaches as a part of GCs 
English department. If you ask her, she will 
tell you that she prides herself on making sure 
her students capture the love of literature and 
writing during their time with her. If you ask 
her students, they will tell you that she did just 
that. A truly amazing teacher, she shines while 
she instills a love of learing in her students. 
   This year, Mrs. Capo decided that after teach-
ing for more than twenty years, it was time 
to retire. We sat down with her and asked her 
what her plans were for retirement and how it 
felt to leave teaching after so many years of 
loyal service to students everywhere. 

Q: How does it feel to retire after so many 
years of doing what you love?

A: Well, the word ambivalent comes to mind. 
I am really looking forward to several days 
in a row without having to be anywhere at a 
specific time. I have been working since I was 
14 years old and after high school, sometimes 
for weeks or a month at a time without having 
a day off. This is going to be a total change for 
me. I’m looking forward to doing what I want 
when I want. I am really going to miss the part 
of teaching that really entertains me, and again, 
that is average high school teenagers, with all 
their goofiness, predictability, and outright 
awkwardness and spontaneity. They can be 

very entertaining as well as extremely annoy-
ing! As for the rest of the teaching responsi-
bilities outside of the classroom; well, no one 
would miss any of that!

Q: What will be the hardest thing to leave 
behind?

A: The most difficult elements to leave behind 
are the unexpected moments of sheer, abject 
hilarity that teenagers present on a daily basis! 
There also have been some moments of  unex-
pected brilliance from some of the questions, 
observations, and comments that teenagers 
have made!

Q: What do you want your students to remem-
ber when they think of you?

A: Hopefully, when teenagers look back on 
the classroom experience, they realize that I 
always had their best interests in mind, and 
despite the fact that some of them historically 
have seen me as “heartless”, I hope eventually, 
with maturity, they realize that I have tried to 
improve their sense of responsibility as well as 
their intellectual capacity. I also hope that they 
remember how to find the subject and verb of 
the sentence and how to write a multi-para-
graph essay with complete sentences and cor-
rect punctuation! I also hope that the literature 
has inspired some of them to read the classics!

Q: What are your plans when you retire in a 
few weeks?

A: I’m very fortunate that I have family and 
friends back in Rhode Island and Massachu-
setts, and although I usually have to leave them 
in late July, this year I can probably stay until 

mid-September! When we get back to South-
west Florida, I might begin tutoring or stay in 
education, at least informally, for a while. I 
may eventually consider teaching part-time at 
one of the universities in Southwest Florida. I 
will spend more time reading at the beach or by 
the pool; that’s for sure!

    Whether she’s correcting commas or taking 
on a challenge to complete the most pushups, 
Mrs. Capo has touched lives at GC in so many 
ways. She has inspired many students and 
teachers alike to love learning. even though she 
is retiring, her impact will never be forgotten. 
She will always be a Gulf Coast Shark. 
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for the singular filthiness of many 
of its lyrics, delivered less for shock 
value than as just a shrug at self-cen-
sorship. Prince arrived as a true pop 
star with 1982’s 1999 (his first album 
featuring longtime backing band the 
Revolution), whose title track and 
“Little Red Corvette” became top-
ten hits. By the time of 1984’s Purple 
Rain — which topped the Billboard 
charts for 24 weeks, spawned two 
number-one hits, and eventually sold 
more than 20 million copies world-
wide — he had officially elbowed 
his way alongside Michael Jackson 
and Madonna to form the Holy Trin-
ity of ’80s pop.

    Of course by then, Prince was 
much more than just a recording art-
ist. He was a film star: Purple Rain 
was released as the soundtrack to 
the film of the same name, which 
starred Prince as a lightly fictional-
ized version of himself, and was a 
commercial success in its own right. 
He was an MTV icon: “When Doves 
Cry,” “1999,” “Little Red Corvette,” 
and a dozen other clips had become 
standards of the channel’s formative 
years, making him one of the few art-
ists of color to break the channel’s 
early race barrier. And he was one 
of the most in-demand songwrit-
ers: By 1984, he had written songs 
that became hits for Chaka Khan (“I 
Feel for You”), Sheila E. (“Glamor-
ous Life”), and Purple Rain co-stars 
Morris Day and the Time (“Jungle 
Love”) and Apollonia 6 (“Sex 
Shooter”).

     The rest of the ’80s saw Prince 
continue to expand his dominance 
over pop music, with more classic 
smashes for himself (“Raspberry 
Beret,” “Kiss,” “Alphabet St.”) and 
others (Bangles’ “Manic Monday,” 
Sheena Easton’s “The Lover in Me,” 
and, in 1990, Sinéad O’Connor’s 
iconic “Nothing Compares 2 U”). 
The Purple One’s second foray 
into feature film, 1986’s Under the 
Cherry Moon, didn’t fare as well 
as his first, but in 1989, his work 
on the Batman soundtrack (includ-
ing the chart-topping “Batdance”) 
made him a formative part of mil-
lions childhoods. Most notably, he 
released the record many today con-
sider to be his masterpiece: 1987’s 
double-disc panorama Sign o’ the 
Times, an album that mixed gender-
bending ballads, street poems of so-
cial consciousness, love songs to a 
higher power, and a couple of abso-
lutely dynamite pop singles into one 
of the most essential musical docu-
ments of its entire generation. (Last 
year, SPIN ranked it as the third-best 
album of the last 30 years.) In those 
days, even the albums Prince didn’t 
release were more famous than those 
most of his peers actually did.

     In the ’90s, things got more com-
plicated. Having ditched the Revolu-
tion in the late ’80s, he picked up the 
softer-edged New Power Generation 
as his backing band early in the next 
decade, and released a string of plati-
num albums (Diamonds and Pearls, 
The Love Symbol) and psych-tinged 
pop-funk hits (“Gett Off,” “Cream,” 
“7”) that, while fondly remembered, 
rarely inspire quite the same rever-
ence as the previous decade’s clas-
sics. In 1993, a contract dispute with 
Warner Bros. led to Prince formally 
changing his name to the unpro-
nounceable Prince symbol, a move 
that further endeared him to his 
cult of fans but left the mainstream 
mostly befuddled. As the millennium 
approached, Prince drifted further 
from pop’s center, but still remained 

a fixture of the culture — the final 
Top 40 hit of his lifetime in the U.S. 
was a Y2k-anticipating re-release of 
“1999.”

    In the 21st century, with memo-
ries of his name change and increas-
ingly experimental late-’90s albums 
growing distant, Prince’s legacy 
again came to be properly celebrated. 
In 2004, he was paid two very differ-
ent kinds of memorable tributes — 
he was inducted into the Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame in his first year of 
eligibility, and he was portrayed by 
Dave Chappelle in a surreal Chap-
pelle’s Show sketch that recounted 
a story of him kicking Charlie Mur-
phy’s butt in an impromptu late-
night basketball showdown while he 
was still dressed in full puffy-shirt 
attire. Three years later, he played 
a medley of hits (and time’s only 
noteworthy Foo Fighters cover) at 
the most universally approved half-
time show in Super Bowl history. He 
continued to record throughout the 
’00s, drawing acclaim for mid-de-
cade efforts like 2004’s Musicology 
and 2006’s 3121, and was cemented 
as one of the country’s greatest live 
attractions, earning a $5 million pay-
check for his headlining performance 
at Coachella in 2008.

    Prince never stopped putting out 
new music, delivering two albums in 
2015 alone, in the TIDAL-released 
HITnRUN Phase One and Phase 
Two. He also stayed topical, record-
ing the one-off “Baltimore” in re-
sponse to the death of Freddie Gray 
(and subsequent Maryland riots) last 
year. But if Prince never wrote an-
other song or played another show, 
he still could electrify just by show-
ing up — any time His Purpleness 
appeared at an award show, late-
night interview, or any other public 
venue, he could shut down the In-
ternet just by batting his eyelashes. 
He was that kind of icon: Plenty of 
greats throughout the history of pop 
only needed one name for recogni-
tion. The Artist Formerly Known As 
Prince didn’t even need that many.

   The outpouring of grief follow-
ing his passing from a still-undeter-
mined cause of death just confirms 
what we already knew to be true: 
Nobody in our musical lifetime has 
touched as many careers, directly 
and/or indirectly, as Prince. Throw a 
dartboard at the list of the most ac-
claimed albums of the last couple 
of years — Kendrick Lamar’s To 
Pimp a Butterfly, Carly Rae Jepsen’s 
E•MO•TION, the Weeknd’s Beauty 
Behind the Madness, Taylor Swift’s 
1989, Tame Impala’s Currents — 
none of them sound a thing like they 
do without the Purple One’s divine 
intervention, if any of them even 
exist in the first place. Four months 
into a year that you’d think would 
have desensitized us to celebrity 
death by now, the loss of Minne-
apolis’ finest still resonates at a dev-
astating frequency, because while 
there will obviously never be another 
Prince, we were pretty sure we’d at 
least always have the one. Neverthe-
less, let the epitaph read as he would 
want: His name was Prince, and he 
was funky.
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